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EDITORIAL 
Editing an international journal like Historiu Muthematica is a responsible and 
demanding task. The editors cannot hope to succeed on their own, but depend on 
the ideas, information, expertise, and cooperation of colleagues around the world. 
The former editors of this journal, Joseph Dauben and Esther Phillips, have 
produced the journal carefully and successfully for the last eight years. Joseph 
Dauben once said: “We do hope to improve steadily both the internal content and 
external appearance of Historiu Muthemuticu” [HM 6 (1979), 31. Indeed, this the 
former editors have done; not least among their legacies is the journal’s new 
appearance resulting from the typesetting of all material, begun in 1984. Readers 
of Historiu Muthemuticu surely appreciate their efforts and the continuing coop- 
eration of Academic Press. 
As the journal’s newly appointed editors, we look forward to building on this 
successful work. We appeal to all readers for their support, suggestions, and 
constructive comments. We ask everyone to bring promising younger scholars to 
our attention. Above all, we urge historians of mathematics everywhere to submit 
on a regular basis timely announcements of meetings and news of general interest 
to the profession for worldwide distribution through Historiu Muthemutica. 
A new phase of the journal’s history is about to begin. It will require collabora- 
tion between our editorial offices at the Technische Universitat Berlin, the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and Academic Press in San Diego. We are 
confident that, despite periodic delays by mail, we can overcome most of the 
inconveniences of long-distance communication by technical facilities-such as 
computer networks and modem transfers. We are committed to using the advan- 
tages offered by such direct contact and cooperation between Europe and North 
America to provide comprehensive information about all scientific activities of the 
international community of historians of mathematics. This is especially appropri- 
ate-and needed-because the history of mathematics has been intensified no- 
ticeably in many countries during the last few years. Several national journals for 
the history of mathematics have been founded-an immediate sign of growing 
interest. It is one of the most important tasks of the international journal Historiu 
Muthemuticu to report these and all related activities in order to strengthen inter- 
national awareness and cooperation in our discipline. 
One example of expanding frontiers is an official motion, made at the XVIIth 
International Congress of History of Science in August 1985, at Berkeley, Califor- 
nia, that the International Commission on the History of Mathematics be made a 
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joint, Inter-Union Commission of the International Union of History and Philoso- 
phy of Science (IUHPS) and the International Mathematicians’ Union (IMU). If 
this plan is approved, then Historia Muthematica will function in an officially 
sanctioned and recognized capacity as the publication of this joint commission, 
serving in a fruitful way historians of mathematics as well as mathematicians. 
In light of the above, and with hopes of facilitating this joint venture, Historia 
Mathematics will begin using the Mathematics Subject Classification which has 
been compiled in the editorial offices of Mathematical Reviews and Zentralblatt 
fiir Mathematik. We will therefore ask authors to provide the appropriate chrono- 
logical and systematical classification numbers for their articles, as well as five to 
seven key words characterizing each article as precisely as possible. 
In conclusion, a new generation is beginning at Historia Muthematica. The 
editors appeal to everyone to help. Let us combine our efforts to promote further 
the substantive history of mathematics as well as its first truly international jour- 
nal, Historia Mathematics. 
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